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Twenty years on from the Great Storm, we lose some more noble trees opposite Blendon Terrace

Dear members

We began our new year for the PCEG with a well-attended meeting at which we were able to conduct the
deferred business of the AGM. I have been elected your Chair for a third term, and hope that in the coming
year | can offer the group the support and stewardship that it deserves. I am typing this letter looking out
over a brightly sunlit Winns Common. It looks quite beautiful with the hard highlights of the low winter sun,
and reminds me how very fortunate we are to be living in such a beautiful area. It has to be one of the best
kept secrets in London!

It was terrific that so many of you came to the meeting. As you know, 1 am keen to make meetings more
worthwhile this year and have already arranged speakers for March and July. In March we will have a
presentation about the enormous developments that are scheduled for Plumstead Manor School. The facilities
for sport and performing arts will be improved beyond measure. The new buildings will have a major impact on
the common and are expected to be of great potential benefit to the local community. There is much debate
about the impact of the development and of the building work itself, and our next meeting will be a great
opportunity to lay out the plans as they currently stand and to discuss them. Make a note, then, of the date,
time and place of our next meeting:

3pm-5pm Sunday 11th March
at St Mark with St Margaret Church Hall
with a presentation on the proposed development of Plumstead Manor School

At our July meeting we will have an opportunity to meet a representative of our local Metropolitan Police Safer
Neighbourhood team. It will be a good chance to hear and understand how they operate and how we can ensure
we get best value out of the service they provide.

One current priority for the SNT is graffiti and tagging which are becoming epidemic again. We have always
taken proactive action in this area, recognising that not only is the council's graffiti removal service hugely
overstretched but that we need, as citizens, to take responsibility for the care of our environment. Do support
our next anti-graffiti session, to be led by Annaclaire Shaw, at 10.30am on Saturday 24th February,
meeting at the garages on Heavitree Close.

Nick Day (Chair)




Minutes of the PCEG
meeting held at 3pm on 21st
January 2007 at St Mark with

St Margaret's Church

Present: Nick Day (Chair), Christine Day, Bob &
Patience Carlisle, Rob & Annaclaire Shaw, Roger
Taylor, Sue Salti, Mark Govier, Sarah Williams,
Nick Wallden, Caroline Hume, Sylvia Purnell,
Lorraine Dardis, Marcia Whittard, Karen Mills,
Sandy & Eileen Paterson, Peta & Bill McMorran,
Robert & Eva Hedderly, Susan & Andrew
Bullivant, Kay Bartlett, Dot Lawrence, Viv Bissett,
Jan Wilson, Deborah Jones (guest).

Apologies: Tim Simpson, Lynn Walsh, Rebecca
Sporbert, Bruce Bissett, Gina Clatworthy, Roger &
Elizabeth Keyse.

Deferred AGM business

1. Minutes of the last AGM
Approved.

2. Chair's Report

Nick asked if there were any questions or issues
arising from his lengthy report in the last
newsletter. There were none.

3. Treasurer's Report
Bob added some comments to the report he deliv-
ered at the AGM.

The accounts have been independently examined
and the meeting approved a gift of £35 in rec-
ognition of Alan Beacher's services.

Emphasis was placed on the need to sell more
books. Our stock of 1500 copies of "Our Common
Story" represents a large proportion of our assets.

Brian at Abalone has stored our books all this time
at no charge. The meeting agreed that a good bottle
of whisky should be given to him as a token of
thanks.

4. Election of Officers

Chair. Nick Day, having indicated that he was
willing to stand, was duly elected for the coming
year.

Vice Chair. Owing to pressure of work, Tim
Simpson has reluctantly decided that he cannot
stand this year. There were no nominations and the
post will be held open. Members agreed that the

post must be filled and we will be looking for a
candidate.

Treasurer. We were very pleased that Bob Carlisle
agreed to stand for another year. There being no
other nominations, he was duly elected.

Membership Secretary. There being noone at the
meting who felt able to take on the task, the post
was held open.

[Since the meeting a volunteer has come forward. We
will be meeting and hopefully able to make an
announcement at the next meeting.]

5. Non-Elected Officers

Book Sales. Roger Taylor and Sandy Paterson
volunteered to explore new avenues for sales. The
wholesale price is £6.50 and the retail price £10.00
so we believe it offers a reasonable profit to
retailers like W H Smith. The new sales team will
investigate Shrewsbury House, the Greenwich
Tourist Information Centre together with Green-
wich and Bexleyheath bookshops. A suggestion was
made that we should reduce the retail price but the
meeting agreed that we should hold the present
price until we have thoroghly explored how we
might increase sales.

Graffiti. Annaclaire Shaw agreed to continue as our
anti-graffiti organiser.

Schools Liaison Officer. Gina Clatworthy has
volunteered to continue in this post.

Pond Coordinator. Chrissie Day offered to serve a
further year.

Planning Officer. Tim Simpson has agreed to keep
his watchful eye on relevant planning notices.

The General Meeting

1. Minutes
Approved.

2. Reports

2.1 Slade Ponds

Nick has submitted an application for a Green
Pennant Award. The award is annual and only lasts
for 12 months, so if we want to keep the award we
have to apply every year. The biggest challenge to
us this year will be to erect an interpretive sign. The
guotes we have had are very expensive so we will
be seeking help with funding.

A large branch fell partly into the water during the
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recent high winds. We will be asking the council to
advise us on any necessary action.

2.2 Nature Reserve

The boundary fence of the Nature Reserve along
the path is still badly in need of repair and the
council have been slow to respond to our pleas.
Similarly the sign at the neighbouring dog-free area
has been missing for too long. The pole is there on
the ground along the fence, but somebody has
stolen the round sign from the place it was hidden
in the bushes. A new sign needs to be made and
installed but the council seem reluctant to ack-
nowledge the need to replace it.

Nick has asked for a meeting with the Parks
Department at which time he will look for a
response to some of these long-standing issues.

2.3 Graffiti

We seem to be losing the battle against graffiti.
Nick emphasised that the council's resources are
over-stretched and that we have a responsibility as
citizens to act against this modern scourge. The
Slade Post Office that Nick has kept clean for so
many years now has a few tags and the proprietors
have mislaid the tin of paint that we donated to
them. As soon as his knee is "fit for purpose” and
has bought a new tin of matching paint, Nick will
resume responsibility.

Annaclaire and Rob painted out some fresh tags on
the Rugby Club on the way over to the meeting and
Annaclaire will be leading a fresh attack on the
Heavitree garages and the Slade Ponds on February
24th. Meet at Heavitree garages at 10.30am.

2.4 Planning
The principal planning issues follow on the agenda.

3. The Storm

Four large mature trees were lost at Blendon
Terrace, and two on Plumstead Common. One of
them right next to the leaning tree that survives
from the great storm twenty years ago. At Blendon
Terrace, the council responded magnificently and
had the road open by 9.30pm. Within a couple of
days a follow up team shredded the smaller
branches and cleared the edge of the pavement.
Over the whole borough the council had about 160
trees to deal with. In accordance with their
environmental policy, the council intend to make
log piles from the large timber left after the storm
as this provides natural habitats for many insects
and animals. The trees on parks sites are being
surveyed throughout the borough and any pruning
necessary will be programmed into the staff's

schedules.

4. The Ship License

At the Licensing hearing on January 11th the
committee discussed the application in camera for a
long time before agreeing to the license on certain
stringent conditions. Our position, presented by our
counsel Lisa Busch, was that the application was
inadequate given the sensitivity of the location.
Furthermore the applicant, by signally failing to
acknowledge any of the freely available guidelines
from government and LBG, had failed to show
necessary assurances that sufficient precautionary
measures would form part of the operational
strategy.

The conditions of the license can be summarised as
follows:
* Dancing is only permitted once a month.
* A noise limiter is to be fitted that will cut the
music if it reaches a certain volume outside.
* Recorded music only until 23.45.
» Sale of alcohol until 23.00 Sun to Thur; 23.45
Fri & Sat; 22.45 Sun [sic!]; 23.45 Public Hols.
* CCTV installed throughout.
* Relevant fire precautions.
» Clear notices displayed not to leave bags
unattended.
» Clear notices re drug use.
» Clear notices respecting neighbours.
» Clear signs to say no drinking outside.
» Clear signs to say any people appearing to be
under 21 must produce ID.
* Registered security staff on duty Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights when there is
regulated entertainment.
* Plastic or toughened glass containers for
drinks.
* No alcohol may be taken outside the premises.
* Doors and windows to be kept closed.
* No bottles or glasses to be removed from
premises.

It was agreed that we should patronise the pub in
order to maintain a good mix of the clientele
demographic and enable us also to keep a watchful
eye on adherence to the licensing conditions.

The PCEG's position on the license is that we do
welcome development of the site and seek to
support the venture while the conditions of the
license are maintained. We wish the licensee great
success. We remain cautious and apprehensive that
old "Busta" doesn't creep in by stealth.

[Several members went to the opening night where we
were given a welcome complementary drink. The prices
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do seem to be remarkably low while the volume of the
music is remarkably high. The general local concensus,
culled from the web and from talking to people, is that
the pub badly needs some help with it's design. Its a bit
hard to know what kind of place it seeks to be. From the
outside it has been looking rather empty in the
evenings.]

The meeting agreed that we should offer our
barrister, Lisa Busch, a bottle of good champagne
in gratitude for the pro bono work she did for us.

5. The Star Licensee

Viv Bissett wanted to purchase a copy of "Our
Common Story" for the landlord of The Star PH.
We agreed that we should make him a gift of the
book. It was also agreed that it would be
appropriate to also give a copy to the new licensee
of The Ship.

6. Plumstead Manor School

Nick outlined the proposed development which will
make Plumstead Manor a flagship school in the
UK, particularly in the Arts. He and Gina
Clatworthy had been invited to a presentation by
the architects and the landscape designer. There is
to be substantial investment in sporting and
performing arts facilities. There is great emphasis
being placed on the environmental quality and
impact of the whole development. There are some
elements of the plan that are controversial. A
compulsory purchase order has been made on the
Prince Albert Pub and the vicarage. The vicar must
be found a replacement detached house nearby, but
the pub will be lost forever.

There was some lively debate. Nick spoke in
support of the development. He agreed that the
Prince Albert would be a sad loss, but was keen to
emphasise that the net gain for our children and the
community would be enormous. The design and
appearance of the performing arts building which
would face the common is critical. Nick saw a
design with seasoned timber which he thought
attractive and appropriate.

Susan Bullivant spoke in opposition to the
development and in defence of the Prince Albert
and vicarage. The Prince Albert, she said, was a
well-proportioned  early  nineteenth  century
building, originally comprising three cottages, that
we should not lose. It's roofline is proportional to
the street. Furthermore, the vicarage is a good
1930s domestic building. The new build, she said,
would not be in keeping with the rest of the
common. Also controversial is the intention to
fence off a portion of the common opposite the

school for contractors equipment and materials.
Nick's argument was that if it was deemed
necessary for the sake of continuity of undisturbed
education, we might have to accede to it. We would
drive a hard bargain, though, for some sort of
compensatory measure to be built into the plan.

Dot Lawrence, who was concerned that the design
might not be suitable for the location, said that we
could not take a group view on the development at
this meeting because the plans were at such an early
stage and few people had seen them. Apparently the
public meeting was very poorly attended.

Roger Taylor said that to have an academy of
excellence in our locality will be a good thing and
will help in upgrading the area. It was agreed that
as this is the biggest thing to happen in Plumstead
for many years we should invite Plumstead Manor
and the developers to present to our next meeting.
We will also open the meeting up to non-members
to give the plans as wide an airing as possible.

7. SKS Swaminarayan Temple

There has been some confusion over the planning
application for the above. There have been two
separate applications and a notice of application
withdrawal. The withdrawal notice was sent out
after the second application, but in fact applied to
the first.

Marcia Whittard has visited the planning office to
see the plans and tells us that development involves
a building extending into the woodland behind the
building and will involve the removal of several
trees. Lorraine Dardis said that it looks as if the size
of the site will be doubled but there was no detail in
the application of by how much the floor space will
be increased. Neither does the application make it
clear if capacity of the building is to be increased.
Nevertheless the extension will encroach on green
space which is likely to be metropolitan open space
and iwned by the council. Marcia Whittard pointed
out that the extension may be intended to increase
capacity and that the vehicle parking situation was
already at saturation point.

It was agreed that the PCEG would write to the
planning department to say that while we welcome
the temple and its worshippers, the site is not
suitable for expansion if green space were to be
used. Furthermore there would be simply no more
room for an increase in the number of vehicles at
the site.

[A letter has now been sent but not yet acknowledged]
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8. Linda Armstrong memorial
Shirley Newton, who had raised this possibility was
not at the meeting so the matter was deferred.

9. Diary Dates
The next meeting will be at St Mark with St
Margaret Church Hall from 3-5pm on 11th March.

There will be a graffiti session on 24th February at
10.30. Meet at the Heavitree garages.

Pond sessions will be held on Sundays the 11th and
25th of both February and March.

10. A.O.B.

Parks Friends Forum. Bob & Patience Carlisle
and Erica Atkins had been to the last PFF meeting.
Membership would involve a couple of meetings a
year and a small fee. The meeting agreed with
Bob's suggestion that it would be useful to be
members of the PFF.

[Since the meeting Nick went to the first meeting of the
"management panel”. Only three groups were
represented out of some thirteen in the borough, and
there were no aplogies - a poor start to things! A simple
constitution has been drawn up. The next PFF meeting
was discussed and Nick suggested that as people already
go to so many meetings there should be some sort on
incentive in the form of guest speakers. Parks and
Cleansweep will accordingly be invited to send speakers
to the meeting to discuss with us how we can all work
together for the good of our green spaces.]

Meeting closed. Many thanks to Annaclaire Shaw
for taking the minutes.

General News

Metropolitan Police

Nick has been invited to be on the Safer
Neighbourhood Panel for the Glyndon Ward which
includes Plumstead (but not Winn's) Common.

The purpose of the panel is to give direction and
local advice to the police Safer Neighbourhoods
Team in order to promote good policing on the
Glyndon Ward.

The panel will:

1. Set priorities for policing in the Glyndon Ward
Safer Neighbourhood area, utilising the results of
prior community consultation and research by
police

2. Decide with the police SNT what action should
be taken on established priorities.

3. Provide input into the police SNT problem
solving approach.

At each meeting the panel should monitor progress
and review the established priorities for policing in
the area, using feedback from the police Safer
Neighbourhood Team.

Postscript:

A small motorbike with two young boys, one of
whom wasn't wearing a helmet, was racing up and
down Winns Common and Lakedale Road recently
for some three hours. There were several
pedestrians and dog-walkers in the area throughout
the time. Three calls to Plumstead Police Station
elicited the expected zero response. They

apparently had twenty five outstanding calls ranging
from burglaries to assaults, which might explain the
long "call-waiting" queue. The officer at Plumstead
Police Station who took the third call had never
heard of Winns Common and didn't know where it
was. Apparently he "doesn't know the area” and
"doesn't need to". Should we be surprised?

ORGANIC FRUIT AND VEGETABLES - FREE DELIVERY
Capricorn Organics are a local service offering a wide range of fully certified
fresh organic produce delivered to you door.
Place your own order or have a box from just £10.

For a delivery or details call: 020 8306 2786
Email: alison@capricornorganics.co.uk
Visit our website: www.capricornorganics.co.uk
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PLUMSTEAD COMMON
ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Membership Renewal Form

Annual membership fee: £4.00 (unwaged: £2.00; children under 16: £1.00); donations welcome

NAME

ADDRESS

Telephone E-mail

Please send cash/cheque/postal order or fill out the bankers order and send to:
Bob Carlisle, PCEG Treasurer, 29 Isla Road, London SE18 3AA

Please do NOT send Bankers Order to your bank

Bankers Order:

TO: The MANAGET.......cooi it Bank

AAAIESS. .t

Please pay the sumof £ .......... to the Plumstead Common Environment Group

at the Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank plc, Sort Code 72-00-00, Account No 96058309
today and £.......... on 15 November next and thereafter annually.

I E=T 0 0[PP

AGAIESS. .ttt e e e e e e e eaaaaaae

SOrt Code......ooovviiiieiiiiiiiiee e AccoUunt NO.....coevviiieiiiiiiee,



